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ROAD SAFETY IN THAILAND: POLICE PERSPECTIVES

Road traffic accidents recently are viewed as a vital cause of injury in Thailand. The World Health
Organization (WHO) estimated that, in the year 2020, road traffic accidents will be the third leading cause of
injury in Thailand. In 2004, the number of road traffic accidents was 124,530. Then, it has been decreasing
to 81,831 in 2010. The number of fatalities also has the same trend since 2003. There were 14,012 and
6,734 fatalities caused by road traffic accidents in 2003 and 2010 respectively. In addition, 94,364 people
were injured in 2005. However, the number of injuries resulted from road traffic accidents has been

decreasing since then and reaching the lowest level in 2010 (32,376).

The decreases in number of road traffic accidents, fatalities, and injuries are resulted from a good
cooperation between public and private sectors which have launched various campaigns and projects to
encounter with the problem. Traffic law enforcement is one of the major measures employed to cope with
road traffic accidents in Thailand. Since the main cause of road traffic accidents is speeding, the Royal
Thai Police has employed speed cameras to detect vehicle having speeds over the legal limit. In addition,
other accident-related measures also have been enforced, such as, enforcement against drunk driving,
running red light, not fastening seat belt, not wearing helmet, and etc. Enforcement against running red
light is the most recent usage of technology to facilitate the enforcement of traffic law. However, it stills

having some limitations.

Besides enforcing the traffic law, police also places high attention on other activities in order to raise
awareness of road safety not only for children and teenagers but also for other people in both public and
private sectors. Various training programs have been provided for such purpose. In addition, police is
now seeking cooperation with other related agencies to launch various campaigns in order to reduce the

number of road traffic accidents, fatalities, and injuries as well as to raise road safety awareness.

Even the number of road traffic accidents, fatalities, and injuries as been decreasing in the recent years,
such numbers are still very high. The police and other related agencies are, therefore, trying hard to

reduce it as a minimal.
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ROAD SAFETY IN
THAILAND: POLICE
PERSPECTIVES

Police Major Waiphot KULACHAI
Ph.D.

= Road traffic accidents in Thailand at glance
= Measures against road traffic accidents by police
= Q&A
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ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS IN THAILAND AT GLANCE

Number of road traffic accidents
Number of fatalities

Number of serious injuries
Number of slight injuries
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NUMBER OF SLIGHT INJURIES
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CAUSES OF ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS

Total Number of Accidents : 88,689 (2008)

Accident Causes :

u] 5,000 10,000 15,000 20,000 25000
Exceeding speed Limit 114 252
Dangerous lane changing 112,824

llegal avertaking :I 5314
Mo head lights  [1346
Mo direction signals [ 3 24E!
“iolation of stop sign [0 2,328
“iolation of traffic lights or signals [ 3,7:25
Mot driving in the left lane | ===
Inexperience or new driver [0 1,498
Equipment failure [0 375
Drunk driver [ 3 5?7
Falling asleep at the weel 7:| 599
Awoiding animals [0 421 ;
Drriving in the wrong lane |0 2,467
Drriving too close to leading vehicle j:_l 717
Mot giving to right of way T 1 583 :
Mot reported :|4,i214 : ! !
Other | s P24
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MEASURES AGAINST ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS BY POLICE

= Enforcement
* Drunk driving
» Speeding
* Running red light
= Not wearing helmet
= Unsafe motorcycle
= Have no driving license
= Not fasten seat belt
= Using mobile phone while driving

= Education
= Training
= Campaigns

ENFORCEMENT AGIANST DRUNK DRIVING (1)

= Amendment of Road Traffic Act B.E.2522 by
increasing penalties and fines (Effective in 2007)

= Intoxication: An imprisonment for a period not
exceeding 1 year or a fine of 5,000 to 20,000 Baht or
both, and at least 6-month driving ban or suspension
of driving license.

= Intoxication and Causation of a Slight Injury:
Imprisonment for a period of 1-5 years and a fine of
20,000-100,000 Baht, and at least 1-year driving ban
or suspension of driving license.
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ENFORCEMENT AGIANST DRUNK DRIVING (2)

= Intoxication and Causation of Serious Injury: 2-6 years
imprisonment and a fine of 40,000 — 120,000 Baht, and
at least 2-year driving ban or suspension of driving
license.

= Intoxication and Causation of Death: An imprisonment
for a period 3-10 years and a fine of 60,000-200,000
Baht and suspend of driving license.
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ENFORCEMENT AGIANST RUNNING RED LIGHT (1)

» Red Light Camera (RLC)
= First implemented in Bangkok in December 2008
= 30 intersections have been equipped with RLC
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ENFORCEMENT AGIANST RUNNING RED LIGHT (2)

2008 (Dec) 7,772 4,648 3,124
2009 867,847 403,310 464,537
2010 865,132 408,374 456,758
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EDUCATION (1)

= TRAINING

= Students (Elementary, junior high school, and high
school)

= Public officials
= Private organizations’ employees
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EDUCATION (2)

= CAMPAIGNS
= 100% wearing seat belt campaign

= Road safety campaigns during New Year and
Songkran festivals

Traffic-discipline promotion campaign
= Campaigns against drunk driving

= Campaigns against speeding

etc.
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